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Floodplain Updates

• Municipal Flood Control Grant
• Elevation & Floodproofing Certificates
• Variance Applications & Outcomes
• Mapping 
• Ordinances 
• Staffing Update



Municipal Flood Control Grant Program

• Grants available to cities, villages, towns, tribal government, and metropolitan 
sewerage districts to mitigate flooding and flood-related damages. 

• This program is only funded enough to run every other fiscal year. 
• Proposed $2.4 million in this biennium budget for this grant cycle. Cycle opened 

last week with applications due March 15, 2024. 
• The state share of the project cost may not be greater than 50% of total eligible 

costs. 
• Maximum grant award is 20% of available funding as determined by state budget. 

• $480,000 for this grant cycle.



Eligible Project Activities In Priority Order



Additional Information

• ELISABETH (LIS) KUISIS
GRANT PROGRAM MANAGER
ELISABETH.KUISIS@WISCONSIN.G
OV
(608) 400-3005

• ONLINE: DNR.WI.GOV 
• SEARCH: MUNICIPAL FLOOD 

CONTROL

mailto:Elisabeth.Kuisis@Wisconsin.gov
mailto:Elisabeth.Kuisis@Wisconsin.gov


New FEMA Elevation Certificate (EC) and 
Floodproofing Certificate Forms

• Effective November 1, 2023, new EC and Floodproofing forms must 
be used.  

• Forms can be found at 
• National Flood Insurance Program Underwriting Forms | FEMA.gov

• Floodproofing Certificate Slides from FEMA Training: 
• https://asfpm-library.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/FSC/General/FEMA_2023_Dry_Floodproofing_Certificate_Slides_August2023.pdf

• Elevation Certificate Slides from FEMA Training: 
• https://asfpm-library.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/FSC/General/FEMA_2023_Elevation_Certificate_Slides_July2023.pdf

• Forms must be opened with Adobe.

https://www.fema.gov/flood-insurance/find-form/underwriting
https://asfpm-library.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/FSC/General/FEMA_2023_Dry_Floodproofing_Certificate_Slides_August2023.pdf
https://asfpm-library.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/FSC/General/FEMA_2023_Elevation_Certificate_Slides_July2023.pdf


DNR Dam Safety/Floodplain Variance Training

• Variance Applications should be forwarded to the Department 
Regional Office at least 10 days before the hearing.

• The final decision regarding the appeal or variance application 
shall be sent to the Department Regional Office within 10 days of 
the decision.



DNR Active Mapping Projects



Current WDNR Model Floodplain Ordinance

• The current WDNR Model Floodplain 
Ordinance is dated March 2022 and 
went effective in April 2022.

• Includes Act 175 language (enacted 
March 2020 and created §87.30 
(1d)(d), Wis. Stats)

• Includes coastal language
• Clarifying language in floodfringe, 

campground updates, removal of lands 
from the floodplain updates, 
cumulative 50% rule.

• https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/sites/defaul
t/files/topic/Floodplains/ModelOrd.pdf

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/sites/default/files/topic/Floodplains/ModelOrd.pdf
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/sites/default/files/topic/Floodplains/ModelOrd.pdf


WDNR Model Floodplain Ordinance Adoptions



Ordinance Update Suggestions
• We recommend that each jurisdiction adopt a Stand-Alone Floodplain 

Ordinance.
• When you have a mixed ordinance, any revisions to that ordinance will 

require DNR approval for the floodplain ordinance even if the revision has 
nothing to do with the floodplain ordinance.

• Stand Alone ordinances are easier to enforce both from the state and local 
level

• DNR staff can do the draft for you
• If you are going through the Ordinance Adoption Process to adopt new 

maps, please stay on schedule!
• Ordinance needs adopted within 6 months of the LFD date or your 

community will be suspended from the NFIP.



Wisconsin Minimum Standards
Chapter NR 116, Wisconsin Administrative Code Basic Overview

• Exceed NFIP minimum standards (Federal)
• 2ft of freeboard (Flood Protection Elevation = RFE + 2 ft)
• Fill around the residential structure shall be one foot above the regional flood 

elevation and shall extend at least 15 feet beyond the limits of the building
• Dry land access for new development
• Prohibits most floodway development
• Cumulative improvement/damage standards (50% provision for legal non-

conforming structures) 
• Zero rise mapping standard (i.e. project cannot cause an increase in the RFE)



WDNR 
Dam Safety 

& 
Floodplain 



What floodplain training topics would you 
be interested in?
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