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• Most competitive maps in a generation

• Dems swept competitive senate races & did well in 

competitive assembly races

• Much slimmer margins in both houses

• Rule of 17/50 – few exceptions last session

• King makers, deciding votes, and grand bargains

• Will the Dems help? Is it in their best interest? What will 

they want in return?

• Both sides are thinking about 2026

New Legislative 

Dynamic



• GOP still holds 12-4 majority on JFC

• Starting from base budget

• Motion to remove all policy

• JFC will hit the road

• Committee members (majority) will begin compiling all 

the budget requests in their issue areas

• Finance teams work separately, but together.. kind of

• Co-chairs negotiate based on their caucus position

• Vote on a departmentwide* omnibus motion in executive 

session

The 2025-27 

Biennial Budget



• The 2025-26 state fiscal year begins on July 1, 2025

• 2017 Budget: Signed on September 21st with 99 vetoes

• 2019 Budget: Signed on July 3rd with 78 vetoes

• 2021 Budget: Signed on July 8th with 50 vetoes

• 2023 Budget: Signed on July 5th with 51 vetoes

When will the 

budget be signed?



Governor’s Budget 

Proposal
• $118.9 billion in spending (20.3% increase)

• Creation of a new individual tax bracket of 9.8% that applies 

to taxable income above $1 million for single and joint 

married filers and $500,000 for married couples filing 

separately

• No tax on tips (cash tips exempt from income taxes)

• Other proposals that have been introduced by GOP over 

the last couple of years



Tax Implications from 

Governor’s Proposal
• Budget contains $2.4 billion net tax increase (shortfall 

would occur)

• Sales tax removed on OTC medications, gas and electric 

bills for residential purposes, and personal hygiene 

products

• Property taxes would be frozen two years by giving 

counties a new state aid equal to 3% of their existing 

levies

• Increase the school levy tax credit by $125 million in FY 

25-26 and $250 million in FY 26-27



Transportation Budget

County Conservation Staffing Grants

Increase in funding for Routine Maintenance Agreements, General Transportations Aids, and the Local Roads 

Improvement Program – Discretionary Supplemental 

Increase to the county need, defined by a statutory goal, of $20.2 million annually. 2025 funding is at $8.9 million per year in

base funding and $2.3 million per year in one-time funding.

WCA’s Top FOUR 

Budget Requests

Mental Health Funding

Increased funding of $20 million annually for Community Support Programs and $21 million annually for Crisis Services

Circuit Court Funding

Increase of $70 million annually in the Circuit Courts Cost Appropriation



• In 2000, language was included to address performance monitoring of Private Onsite 

Wastewater Treatment Systems by the DSPS. These changes made in 2000 have expanded 

the type of septic systems and technologies that can now be utilized in areas previously 

viewed as undevelopable land. We want to ensure there is dedicated funding to continue 

monitoring.

• While periodic funding has been appropriated from other areas of the Department, there has 

never been dedicated funding in an amount adequate to run the program.

• Asking for $50,000 annually.

• Continuing to have conversations with DSPS about how we can work together to get this 

done.

WCCA Request in 

the Budget
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Where to find valuable 
information?



Wheeler Report



WisPolitics.com



Any Questions?
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