
WI County Code 
Administrators: 

Wisconsin Wetlands 
Workshop

Allison Willman

DNR Waterways Program Wetland Expert

March 2026



Wisconsin: òan area where water is at, near, or above the land surface long enough 

to be capable of supporting aquatic or hydrophytic vegetation and which has soils 

indicative of wet conditionsó

Federal: òthose areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at 

a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal 

circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in 

saturated soil conditions. Wetlands generally include swamps, marshes, bogs, and 

similar areasó

What is a Wetland?



Wetland Functional Values
Wetlands provide functions that are important to all of  us: 

Flood Water Control

Shoreline Protection

Water Quality Protection

Groundwater Recharge/Discharge

Fish and Wildlife Habitat, Migratory Birds

Floral Diversity

Recreation, Education, Natural Scenic Beauty

Cultural Importance

Even small wetlands provide important fictional values which are often difficult to measure 
when assessing a wetland in isolation from its landscape context. 



Different Wetland Types: Marshes

Shallow or deep (up to 6ft) emergent vegetation communities



Bogs and Fens



Shrub Swamps

Include willow or dogwood dominant or alder thickets

Image Source: https://apps.web.maine.gov/dacf/mnap/features/communities/aldershrub.htm 



Forested Wetlands
Include hardwood swamps & coniferous swamps



Meadows
Herbaceous communities dominated by grass-like and forb species

Can include sedge meadows, fresh wet meadows, and wet prairies



Seasonally Flooded Basins
Depressions, potholes, or kettles in the landscape that meet wetland characteristics

Are often cultivated or managed for commercial agriculture/silviculture operations



How are Wetlands Located?
Wetlands are located through conducting wetland determination methods 

outlined in the 1987 Corps of  Engineers Wetlands Delineation Manual

Regional supplements to the manual are present for varying regions across the 

US

A three-parameter approach is utilized, and guidance is present for unusual/difficult 

situations

Why delineate wetlands? 

S. 281.36(3b)(b), Wis. Stats.

Help to define the limits state jurisdiction, in accordance with current law, regulations and policy

Determine the affected environment as a basis for impact assessment, alternatives analysis, and 

mitigation 


