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We are writing on behalf of the Wisconsin County Planning Directors and Wisconsin County
Code Administrators, both being organizations of professional planners and land use code
administrators. This letter is being sent to you as the Chair of the Assembly Committee on
Agriculture and we respectfully ask that it be heard at the Information Hearing scheduled for
Thursday, Dec. 10®. We understand that testimony from DATCP will be received on the
transitioning from the Farmland Preservation Program to the Working Lands Initiative. As an
organization representing the primary administrators of this state program, we feel that it would
be valuable for your Committee to hear our perspective on how the transition from the old
program to the new is progressing. Prior to providing that viewpoint it is important for us to state
that our organizations have always supported farmland preservation and will continue to support
efforts to preserve farmland in the future. Our comments are simply meant to bring attention to an
issue we feel must be addressed in order to allow for an effective transition to the new farmland
preservation program.

Many counties and local jurisdictions have been working hard since the new program became law
in the Governor’s budget this past July. While there are many significant issues that counties, in
particular, are trying to work through our most immediate concern is the penalty for rezoning land
out of farmland preservation zoning district, (Sec. 91.48 Wis. Stats).

e The new state rezoning conversion fee to be collected by the local governments and
provided to DATCP starting January 1, 2010 continues to be a significant concern.
Delaying this fee until after county farmland preservation plans and local government
ordinances are revised and certified would do two things. First, it would remove the
pressures on local jurisdictions to consider “opting out” of the State farmland
preservation program. Second, the “conversion fee” has been applied without any public
hearing and before any new farmland preservation plan or farmland preservation zoning
district have been adopted. It would be easier to justify applying this new fee to the
provisions of a newly revised plan, versus to an outdated plan.

Other comments about the rezoning penalty that have been shared by both members of our
organizations and local citizens include:
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