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I awoke this morning to do 

chores on the ñfarmò in 
northern Wisconsin and 
witnessed the most beautiful full 
moon setting in the western 
sky.  There was a very light 
snowfall and the moon was so 
bright it made the snow look 
like diamonds floating down 
from above.  The horses were 
running under the light, possibly 
because they were spooked by 
the lone coyote howling.  My 
rooster was starting to crow 
because he thought it was 
daylight.  The labs were 
jumping into snowdrifts taking 
their morning snow bath. Herr 
Kaiser, the dachshund, was 
chasing the cats dressed in his 
Christmas sweater.  Then all 
that was good in the world was 
wiped away in my head by a 
little voice that sounded like 
Michelle Staff saying Karl, you 
need to get me your presidentôs 
message today!  So here it is. 
WCCA is working hard for you.  
Two committees have been very 

busy.  The NR 115 committee 
chaired by Karl Kastrosky-
Bayfield County, is meeting to 
draft a guidance document that 
a county can use to assist in the 
implementation of NR 115. The 
group has been meeting in 
Wausau and is working as fast 
as humanly possible with the 
Center for Land Use Education 
and to develop forms, 
flowcharts, diagrams and 
guidance that a county will need 
when revising and administering 

its new shoreland zoning 
ordinance. Heidi Kennedy 
WDNR has also been attending 
the meetings, providing the 
committee with updates and 
answering questions. The next 
meeting is January 6th.  The 
Working Lands Initiative 
committee chaired by Scott 

Godfrey-Iowa County will 
be meeting January 14th in 
Stevens Point to review and 
comment on the 2 nd draft 
model farmland 
preservation zoning 

ordinance.  There may be 
opportunities to work with 
Wisconsin Counties 
Association and DATCP to 
revise WLI for 
implementation.  
It is time to turn over the 
reins to our new leader in 
2011, Mark Steward-Sauk 

County.    Mark is a 
graduate of the Leadership 
Academy that WCCA 
participated and will bring 
fresh ideas to the 
organization.  Paul Van Eijl-
Buffalo County will be in 
charge of the conference 
for 2011.  The conference 
is only as good as the ideas 
you submit.  Send any 
topics or speaker 
suggestions to Paul. A little 
factoid-Paul will be both the 
first Canadian born and first 
representative from Buffalo 
County to be president.  
Congratulations or 
condolences to Steve 
Rannenberg-Douglas 
County for stepping up to 
the mantle of responsibility 
and agreeing to serve as 
2nd Vice President.   
I want to extend a thank 
you to our Past President 
and Professional of the 

Year, Michelle Staff-
Jefferson County.  She has 
been a huge help to me 
and more importantly the 
organization. She truly 
deserved the Professional 
of the year award. Also 
thank you t o CeCe Tesky, 
who does the groundwork 
for the conferences and our 

esteemed 

treasurer/secretary, Mary 
Greenman.   
Welcome to our new 
district representatives.  
Dan Bowers-Lincoln 
County will represent 
Northwest, Colin Byrnes-
Rock County will represent 
Southeast and Melissa 
Sorenson-Green Lake 
County will represent 
Central.  Thank you to 
Amy Barrows and Dustin 
Grant for their long 
service to the executive 
board.    
I would also like to say 
goodbye to those who 
retired that were honored 
at the fall conference.   
The organization and their 
respective counties are 
loosing a lot of 
institutional knowledge 
and experience.  Those 
who spoke at the 
conference kept 
hammering home the 

point- get involved with 
the organization it is 
rewarding and worth your 
time.  Volunteer to be on 
a committee or run for 
election for the executive 
board.  WCCA is only as 
good as the involvement 
of the membership.  I 
encourage you all to ñstep 
up to the mantle of 
responsibilityò and serve 
where you can for the 

organization. With that 
said, I wish you and all 
your loved ones a happy, 
healthy holiday season.   
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NEW ---  Fillable PDF Renewal Applications on our Web Site  

www.wccadm.com 

Now accepting applications for the 

WILLIAM HNILICKA MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP  

Go to our web site to download or fill out application forms. 

www.wccadm.com 
This scholarship is established to reward and encourage students working toward a degree 

beyond secondary education in Wisconsin.  It is supported by income generated by the 

WCCA members and through contributions. William Hnilicka Memorial Scholarship fundð

Bill was the Brown County Zoning Administrator from 1970-1996. He served as the WCCA 

President in 1980 and was very active with the organization. He served on the DILHR 83 

committee that worked on revising the plumbing code standards. Bill passed away from 

complications of Lou Gehrigôs Disease in 1997. 
 

http://www.wccadm.com/
http://www.wccadm.com/
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Diversity is the Spice of life 
By:  Paul van Eijl 

December 14, 2010 
 

ñDonôt put all your eggs in one basketò, my mom used to say.  It turns out that this advice was important for many areas of my life, 
not just my personal finances.  
 
Diversity is important.  One is considered a wise investor if he/she div ersifies his/her portfolio.  If one stock tumbles in a given 
portfolio, it doesnôt take the financial future of its stockholders with it.  A diverse portfolio typically has many increasing and some 
decreasing stocks.  Even though the dividends are calculated to be slow and steady, they are more secure because they are 

balanced.  Over time the portfolio as a whole will rise if the investor doesnôt get cold feet during the tough times. 
 
Lack of diversification has shown devastating impacts on the macro economic scale also in cities like Detroit and Las Vegas.  In 
2005, the percentage of Michiganôs workforce employed in the auto industry was over 7 times the national average.  When auto 
sales were healthy, the economy in Michigan thrived, but as the auto indust ry took a turn for the worse, the Michigan economy 
tumbled and unemployment soared to over 15% by June of 2009.  According to Timothy Bartik of the W.E. Upjohn Institute for 
Employment Research, each job lost in the Michigan motor vehicle industry cost a loss of more than 4 other jobs in other industries 
in the short run and more than 5 other jobs in other industries in the long run.  
 
Las Vegas is another example of a regional economy, which fluctuates greatly with the rise and fall of one industry; tourism .  As the 
economy turned for the worse throughout the past decade, fewer tourists were making the voyage to Americaôs once-fastest 
growing city.  Unemployment soared and what was the fastest growing city in America developed the highest foreclosure rate in  
America at 5 times the national average in 2009.  Neighborhoods, which sprung up, shut down as fast as they were built.  That  year, 

more than 12% of housing units in the Las Vegas metropolitan area received foreclosure notices.  The national average was 2.21% 
the same year according to MarketWatch.com. 
 
Energy diversification is another example of where diversification is crucial to a healthy society.  Americans have learned that 
consumer fear and lack of currency circulation is the driving force behind an  economic recession.  However, America has chosen to 
ignore this principle when applied to energy.  Our appetite for oil has resurfaced and we fail to appropriate necessary funds  to 
energy diversification for our future.  Many people forget that a major co ntributor to the recent recession was the price of fuel 
skyrocketing to over $4.00 a gallon.  People with a commute of 30 miles per day were spending about $100 -$150 per month more 
than they were spending just a year or two prior.  That money was previousl y being spent at restaurants and theaters prior to the 
rise of oil but was taken out of the economy overnight.  
 
So what have Americans done since fuel has come back down to below $3.00 per gallon.  Many have forgot about it as if it was an 
event that took place 50 years ago.  As fuel prices declined, exploration in alternative energy and mass transit exploration has taken 
a back seat to other issues deemed more important. 

 
America must learn from these examples of lack of diversification in our personal por tfolios, local and regional economies, and 
energy alternatives and realize the large tie between consumer confidence and diversity.  Do not wait until fuel is eventuall y back up 
to $4.00 a gallon to revisit energy diversification because the time it takes to develop logistical alternatives is too great to start when 
it is needed.   The cities of Detroit and Las Vegas would be much better off today if they had not put all their eggs in thei r respective 
economic baskets and had lured a diverse array of industries, employers and consumers. 
 

 
   

 
   

 
   

 

Spring Conference Update 
 March 31 and April 1, 2011 at Stoney Creek Inn, Wausau 
There will be a Silent Auction and barring any unforeseen circumstances, the Nonconformists 
will be playing Thursday evening!!!!  
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Announcing "Making PACE Work for You" Webinars 
  

Two webinars slated for January will provide valuable information to people and communities interested in 
participating in Wisconsin's Purchase of Agricultural Conservation Easements (PACE) program. 

Webinars are slated for 11AM to 12PM January 11 and January 18. 

They are free and open to people across the state. The Jan. 11 webinar will focus on the PACE application 
and selection process. The Jan. 18 webinar will provide a general discussion of the program and examples 
of PACE easements. Time will be allotted in each webinar for questions and answers. The webinars are 
timely, because the deadline for the second round of PACE applications is Feb 15. 

You are welcome to join either or both webinars. 

Click HERE to sign-up for Navigating the PACE Application and Selection Process on January 11th  
  
Click HERE to sign-up for Discussion and Examples of PACE Easements on January 18th  
  
Webinar presenters will include: 

 Vicki Elkin, Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) 
policy initiatives advisor  

 Lisa Schultz, DATCP PACE program manager 
 Mike Carlson, Gathering Waters Conservancy's government relations director 
 Bob Wagner, American Farmland Trust's senior policy and program advisor. 

Sponsors for the webinars are Wisconsin's Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection; 
Gathering Waters Conservancy; American Farmland Trust; and the Wisconsin Coastal Management 
Program.   

  

 

 

 


