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It was almost 11 years ago 
when I attended my first 
WCCA meeting in Lacrosse, 
WI.  Just 2 years after 
graduating from St. Cloud 
State University, I landed the 
job as Buffalo County Zoning 
Technician/Inspector.  My 
supervisor, Nate Sampson 
sent me to ñfall conferenceò, 
and I said, ñ yeah sure, you 
betchaò.  It sounds like fun.   
 

While at the conference, I 
tasted my first experience of 
intimidation.  All those people 
that seem to know what they 
are talking about; all those big 
words, I told myself (POWTS, 
redoximorphic features).  How 
am I ever going to learn this?  
 
Well, after returning from 
Lacrosse, the days turned into 
weeks and years and I began 
to absorb more and more 
information.  Issues pertaining 
to POWTS, zoning, shoreland, 
etc. started to make sense 
once I learned the reasons 
behind the laws.  My dad 
always said, ñrules without 
relationship equals rebellionò.  

So I set out to make it my 
goal to try to explain to people 
why they couldnôt build within 
50ô of a town road and not 
that they just couldnôt do it.  I 
formed my own saying, ñrules 
without reason equals 
rebellionò. 
 
As my journey in the 
department transpired, I 
found success in not just 
remembering the rules and 
regulations but digging to find 
the reasons behind them.  
Sometimes I had to call i t 
what it was and say some 
regulations were ridiculous 
and unnecessary paperwork.  
But, I became more and more 
interested in why a septic 

system works and not just 
that it does.   
 
This brings me to the point 
of this message.  In every 
thing in life, do no t just put 
your time in to get a 
paycheck.  Whether it is 
driving a taxi or inspecting 
sewers, love and believe in 
what you do.  Iôm sure 

most of us were sitting 
around a circle in 
kindergarten when the 
teacher asked us what we 
wanted to be when we 
were older.  Interestingly 
enough, I donôt remember 
any of my classmates 

saying they wanted to be a 
zoning administrator.  I 
remember fireman, 
policeman, hockey player, 
etc., but no administrator.  
I donôt remember a zoning 
booth at a high school 
career day either, but thatôs 
not to say it is not 
important.  We have been 
charged with a very 
important task of protecting 
the environment and 
striking a balance between 
property rights and the 
public interest.  Even if we 
didnôt grow up to be hockey 
players, we have a very 
integral part of our societal 
structure.  In short, if you 
canôt do what you love, love 
what you do.  Yes, I am 
saying be passionate about 
septics.  Strive to challenge 
why we do what we do.  Is 
there a way to make a 
POWTS that will never fail?  

How can we eliminate 
waterborne disease in 
groundwater?  We are 
professionals, and when we 
stop trying to make our 
profession, organization or 
department better, we are 

just there filling space and 
collecting a paycheck. 
 
To conclude, I never 
dreamed I would have the 
opportunity to be the 

leader of this organization.  
Accepting the District Rep 
position and later 
Presidential position has 
allowed me to make some 
great relationships on the 
Executive Board.  Truth be 
told, I never took a civics 
class in high school or 
college and did not have a 
clue on the legislative 
process.  I was definitely 
not prepared to be the 

Legislative Rep for the 
group.  But thankfully, 
with the help of other 
board members and a 
short legislative session, I 
was able to make it 
through th at challenge 
unscathed.  I have tried to 
absorb allot of information 
from Scott, Michelle, Karl, 
and Mark.  It truly is an 
honor and not just a 
resume builder.  I look 
forward to the challenge 
and hope to do the 
position justice.   To 
conclude my conclusion, 
let us remember to not 
treat our positions or this 
organization as just a 
paycheck or duty but as a 
way to continuously strive 
to improve our profession.  
Challenge yourself to be 
involved in WCCA and in 
your districts.  You will not 
regret it!  
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Steve Rannenberg (Douglas County) Chair of the legislative Committee has his report posted on 
the WCCA web page. If you have any questions or concerns about legislative issues, please 
contact Steve at steve.rannenberg@ 

You can view the report on the WCCA Web Site at http://www.wccadm.com  

WCCA 2012 Membership Dues 

Donôt forget your 2012 membership dues. 
Please change checks to Wisconsin County 
Code Administrators at the address below.  

Mail applications and checks to:  

Wisconsin County Code Administrators, 
Jefferson County Zoning Department, Attn: 

Michelle Staff, 320 S. Main St. Room 201, 
Jefferson, WI 53549.  

Download form at: 
http://www.wccadm.com/Membership%20Ap

p%20Form%20Fill.pdf 

 

Plan Commission Workshop 
Tuesday, January 17, 2012, Holton Town Hall, Abbotsford, 
WI, Marathon County 
 

Tuesday, January 24, 2012, Ringle Town Hall, Ringle, WI, 
Marathon County  

These workshops are designed for new and continuing plan 
commission members, local government officials, planning and 
zoning staff, and other interested persons. The workshops will 
focus on the roles and responsibilities of the plan commission 
with particular attention on day-to-day decisions such as 
rezones and conditional use permits.  Time will be provided to 
address local planning and zoning issues.  

Presented by Center for Land Use Education  

The Center for Land Use Education is a joint venture of Cooperative Extension and 
the College of Natural Resources at the University of Wisconsin-Stevens Point 
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By Roman Kaminski -- The Safety and Buildings Division  


