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Small Holding Tank Plan Review by Governmental Unit
November 14, 2008 — Roman Kaminski Department of Co

s (Counties) FAQ's
mmerce

Q.1. What type of Holding Tank designs does the <3,000 gpd
estimated flow figure in Table 83.22-3 cover?

A.1. The <3,000 gpd estimated flow figure includes any
domestic wastewater. This wastewater could be from a
residence or from a public or commercial facility. The
wastewater from commercial facilities could potentially be
classified as high strength wastewater.

Q.2. Can a county review a small holding tank design that
includes domestic wastewater comingled with industrial
wastewater?

A.2. No. This type of review must be handled by the
department. [See Table 83.22-1.]

Q.3. Can a county review a small holding tank design where
the proposed holding tank has been (or is proposed to be)
modified to also function as a grease interceptor?

A.3 No. A grease interceptor must be reviewed by the
department or an agent municipality that employs at least
two full time plumbing inspectors. [See Table 82.20-2 and s.
Comm 82.20(2)(a),Wis. Adm. Code.] Also, a county may only
review small holding tank designs that are based on an
approved component manual. [See Table 83.22-3.] Neither
approved holding tank component manual contains
specifications for holding tanks that are modified to function
as grease interceptors.

Q.4. Can a county review small holding tank plans for
projects in another county?

A.4. Generally no. The only exception to this would be a
situation where there is a formal contractual agreement
between two or more counties to provide or share certain
services such as plan review or inspection. Absent this type
of formal arrangement a designer/installer cannot simply ask
one county to perform a plan review for a project to be
located in another county.

Q.5. What fee can a county charge for review of a small
holding tank plan submittal?

A.5. A county can charge whatever fee they want. Of course
the fee should be legally adopted via the county POWTS
ordinance.

Q.6. Must a county prepare a separate formal letter of
approval upon completing a review of a small holding tank
plan submittal?

A.6 No. A county is not required to prepare a separate formal
letter of approval. The state Sanitary Permit application form
may be used as evidence of approval similar to how it is
used for one or two family in-ground gravity (conventional)
systems.

Q.7. How many sets of plans are required to be submitted for
a small holding tank plan review at the county?

A.7. Two. [See s. Comm 83.22(2)(a)2., Wis. Adm. Code.] A
county may require more than two sets of plans be submitted
via ordinance.

Q.8. Can a county review a small holding tank plan that does
not completely follow the specifications listed in the
approved component manuals?

A.8. No. If the design does not completely follow the
specifications listed in an approved component manual it is
considered an Individual Submittal Design (ISD) and must be
submitted to the department.

Q.9. Can a small holding tank plan be submitted to the
county for review without the plan referencing an approved
component manual?

A.9. While there is no specific requirement that an approved
component manual be listed on the plan submittal failure to
do so will significantly slow down the plan review process as
the county will have to verify each aspect of the plan
submittal. To expedite the plan review process counties




should require that a reference to an approved component
manual be included. (This is what the department requires as
part of the submittal process for all POWTS plans.)

Q.10. Is a copy of a holding tank servicing contract and
maintenance agreement form required at the time of
submittal for a small holding tank plan?

A.10. Evidence of a servicing requirement (not the service
contract itself) must be recorded prior to state sanitary permit
issuance. [See s. Comm 83.21(2)(c)5., Wis. Adm. Code.]
Many counties require that a holding tank agreement form be
executed and recorded as well. While this information is not
required during the plan review process it is required prior to
state sanitary permit issuance so it may be advantageous to
submit all the required information at one time to insure
timely plan review and permit issuance.

Q.11 Can a county review a small holding tank plan that
indicates there will be more than 15’ of elevation difference
between the bottom of the tank and the service pad?

A.11. Yes. This situation must be addressed in the
management plan. The requirement is in the code not in the
approved component manuals. [See s. Comm 83.54(1)(e)1.,
Wis. Adm. Code.]

Q.12. Are holding tanks allowed in a floodway?

A.12. Generally no. Department of Natural Resources (DNR)
rules address this issue. [See ss.NR 116.12(1)(e), and NR
116(15)(2)(b), Wis. Adm. Code.] DNR staff should be
consulted for a determination prior to plan submittal.
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Dear LaCrosse Office POWTS Submitter:

Anticipating a slow winter season for POWTS and having a short duration workforce need to review
3000 + public swimming pool modifications relating to the federal Virginia Graeme Baker Act, | have
re-assigned Jerry Swim and Charlie Bratz to review pool plans from January 1 until approximately
April 30. During that time the LaCrosse office will be offering only very limited POWTS plan review
services.

During that time, please submit your POWTS plans to our Waukesha, Madison, or Hayward offices.
Waukesha Safety & Buildings 141 NW Barstow St., 4™ Floor, Waukesha, WI 53188-3789

Madison Safety & Buildings P O Box 7162, Madison, WI 53707-7162---UPS etc to 201 W.
Washington Ave., Madison, WI 53703

Hayward Safety & Buildings 10541 N Ranch Road, Hayward, W1 54843
Thank you for your understanding.
Sincerely,

Randall V. Baldwin
Director, Integrated Service
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The NEWCCA met December 5" in
Crandon. The group discussed the recent
WI Adm. Code changes to Comm 83 mainly
the requirements for the inventory and how
the counties intend on capturing all the septic
systems within their counties. Suggestions
and ideas such as using an improvement
value from the tax roll, aerial photographs,
use of pumper records were discussed. It
was suggested that the Dept. of Commerce
should get involved with educating the public
with the use of public service
announcements. Since all private septic
systems in W1 will require maintenance, the
department should be involved in informing
the public. NR115 was also discussed as it
appears that the next availability to view the
documents will be the green sheet submitted
to the NRB. Election of officers were held.
Pat Virtues, Oconto County was re-elected
as District Rep/President for NEWCCA. The
group also reaffirmed its by-laws as printed
and supports the concept of maintaining by-
laws for the district. Next meeting date set
for January 9, 2009. Happy Holidays!!!

5
4/ -

The Northwest District met in Hayward on September 17,
2008. DCOMM Wastewater Specialist Carl Lippert
discussed COMM 83 Code changes highlighting the COMM
2 permit fee increase and new requirement for counties to
review holding tanks. Patricia Shandorf, POWTS Plan
Reviewer from the Hayward office, conducted training for
those in attendance, to include our own Mary Greenman,
on reviewing a holding tank plan.

The Northwest District met again on November 19, 2008 on
Madeline Island. You may hear more of the ferry ride in the
future. Jennifer Croonborg, Town of La Pointe Zoning
Administrator, hosted the group at a lovely private home
overlooking Lake Superior protected by “Bozo” the beagle.
Jenn served delicious homemade lasagna, garlic bread and
salad for lunch. Did | mention the agenda items? The
group discussed the presentations at the 2008 Fall
Conference, the results of a recent meeting with WCA held
in Siren, the impending meeting with DNR regarding NR
115 on December 1, 2008 and signed for their 2008
POWTS program annual audits.




Southeast District —
Andy Buehler

On December 12"

the South East District
met in Waukesha with
Dodge, Jefferson, Kenosha,
Ozaukee, Racine,
Washington and Waukesha Counties
in attendance. Rock and Walworth
Counties were not able to make it.
We went around the table and had
every county give an update of what
was currently happening and to
provide an outlook for 2009. It was
very apparent that these are troubling
times in our line of work with almost
every county documenting position
losses or vacancies not being filled.
Permits were down on average of 25
to 30% for all counties. With the
slowing of the economy most
counties reported that they have
been focusing on work they always
wanted to do, but previously did not
have time for. There is always a
positive in everything if we just look
for it. Sometimes it takes a lot of
looking. Oh ya, | almost forgot,
everyone had to say what they
wanted for Christmas... a shaver,
snowblower, more rest, better hunting
and fishing were some of the wish
list. By the way next time you see
someone from our district, ask them if
they found all of the hidden Santa’s in

the agenda. <(~:>*

Every county also shared their woes
with the DFIRM map modernization
program. It was evident that we need
to scrutinize the maps very carefully.
The other topic in common was the
Sanitary Retroactive Program for
Septic Maintenance. Half of the
counties in the district will start efforts
for meeting this requirement. The
discussion of having a fee and
methods of collecting fees for this
program were tossed around.

You all may know this already, Bruce
Haukom is retiring as Director -
Zoning & Planning for Jefferson
County. We want to thank him for his
many years of service to our District
as well as his service to the WCCA.
We wish him all the best as he strolls
off in to the wonderful world of
retirement.

Michelle Staff gave us an update of
the Fall Conference and Phil Gaudet
provided an update of the meeting
with the DNR and the WCCA NR115
subcommittee. Doesn’t sound like
this is going anywhere in the near
future.

We discussed Wind Energy Systems,
from individual property owners to
commercial operations. More and
more interest is being generated by
the public on both fronts and more
and more communities are taking
proactive measures in adopting some
kind of ordinance. Walworth County

is currently working on an ordinance.

We followed all that great discussion
with the Nomination and Vote of a new
WCCA Southeast District
Representative. Amy Barrows, Senior
Land Use Specialist from Waukesha
County Department of Parks and Land
Use volunteered, then was nominated
and voted in unanimously as our
district rep. Ed Pfister, Sanitation &
Zoning Coordinator of Ozaukee
County will be the alternate.

On the agenda it said that we were to
go Christmas Caroling and have time
with Santa, but it seemed that
everyone was hungry so we concluded
with a nice lunch in the cafeteria with
great thoughts of Christmas Caroling
and time with Santa.

I, Andy M. Buehler, have completed
my two years of service as
representative of the South East
District. | have really enjoyed my time
as the district rep. these last two
years. | have counted it a great
benefit to have had the chance to work
more closely with fellow Zoners
throughout the State of Wisconsin.

With that | wish you all to have a
Joyous Christmas and a Wonderful
New Year. May your Christmas time
be filled the joy of spending time with
family and friends and reflecting on the
extraordinary event of celebrating the
birth of Jesus the Savior of the World.
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Scott Godfrey

lowa County Planning

222 N. lowa Street
Dodgeville, WI 53533
scott.godfrey@iowacounty.org

fax: 608-930-1205
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