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M essage from the Editor

The WAFSCM newsletter is published twice a year to update members on chapter activities and to provide
information on publications, seminars, etc. that may be beneficial to our water community. If you have arti-
cles, announcements, or other information that you would like us to include in future newsletters, please
forward it to me at cindi.debruine@rasmithnational.com.

We want to thank Rhonda Janos of R.A. Smith National for the updated look of the newsletter and thank
R.A. Smith National for donating the preparation of the newsletter.

Cindc DeBrucne

Newsletter Editor
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Update of Federal Executive Order on Floodplain Management
—in the Works?

Introduction

Executive Order (EO) 11988—Floodplain Management was signed by President Carter
in 1977. Since the floods of 1993 it often has been suggested that the EO needs to be
updated to reinforce the importance of floodplain management in federal policy and to
make some minor adjustments to reflect contemporary issues that have a bearing on
management of floodprone areas. The huge losses from flood disasters in the last 20
years have punctuated the need for federal leadership to reduce the nation’s exposure to
preventable flood risk.

During the first half of 2009, it was widely known that the EO was being reviewed for
potential update by the White House, as it has been by all administrations since 1994. A
very preliminary draft version of a revised EO was circulated among agencies this past
summer and, unfortunately, was leaked to the press. This leak fueled unfounded and
uninformed speculation that the draft revision constituted a significant and unprecedented
departure from EO 11988. Since that time, many professionals, including senior U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers staff, academic policy experts, and the Association of State
Floodplain Managers all have reported that the unofficial draft update was substantially
consistent with EO 11988 and with the supporting guidance that was adopted by each
agency after the 1977 EO was issued. In light of the misinformation circulating
regarding the EO, this document attempts to correct that misinformation and articulate
the need for an updated EO on floodplain management.

What is an Executive Order?

A federal Executive Order is simply direction from the Office of the President to
Executive Branch agencies that focuses or otherwise clarifies the directed agencies’
missions with respect to a given topic. Executive Orders are similar to directives one
might see from the Office of the Governor, Mayor, Chief Executive Officer, or other
executive in any government organization. Executive Orders are usually directed to
Executive Branch agencies to help guide the operations of the federal government. When
issuing Executive Orders, presidents may cite the specific law under which they have
authority to act. Federal Executive Orders tend to be continued from one administration
to the next, as has been the case with EO 11988.

Why is an update to the 1977 Executive Order important?

e The need for a revision was first pointed out in the 1994 Interagency Report on
the Midwest Flood of 1993, Sharing the Challenge. 1t identified federal and
federally sponsored facilities that sustained flood damage and indicated that these
facilities, including critical infrastructure, remained at risk. Further, it identified






Wisconsin Association for
Floodplain, Stormwater and Coastal Management

(WAFSCM)

Membership Application/Renewal Form

For January 2010 — December 2010
Membership Fee: $20.00

Name:

Title:

Organization:

Address:

City: State: Zip Code:
Phone: Ext.: Fax:
E-mail:

Would you like to receive occasional announcements, newsletters and/or notices via E-mail:
Yes No

Other Affiliations:

Primary Interest: Floodplain Stormwater Coastal

Specific Interest:

Please include a check for the annual Membership Fee of $20.00 made payable to WAFSCM

Return to: Carrie Bristoll-Groll, PE, CFM
WAFSCM
c/o Stormwater Solutions Engineering, LLC
100 East Sumner Street
Hartford, W1 53027

If you have questions, call Carrie Bristoll-Groll at (262) 673-9697 or chg@stormwater-solutions-engineering.com.
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