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Environmentally Friendly Ways to Control Mosquitoes  
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Mosquito populations are held in check in healthy wetlands by certain birds, frogs, fish, and insects that thrive in these wetlands and feed on mosquito larvae and/or 
adults.  
 
The following insects are natural enemies of mosquitoes:  
�  Dragonflies 
�  Damselflies  
�  Water Striders  
�  Backswimmers  
�  Predacious Diving Beetles  
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If you own or manage drained wetlands, you can expect "blooms" of mosquitoes after every rain. If you're tired of donating blood, consider restoring or creating a 
healthy wetland. Wetland restoration decreases mosquito populations in two ways: by providing proper habitat for the natural enemies of mosquitoes, and by preventing 
or reducing flooding (in areas that aren't normally wet and thus support mosquitoes but not their predators). Within days, natural predators of mosquitoes will begin to 
return. Not only will you be reducing the mosquito population, you'll also be creating excellent wildlife habitat, reducing the likelihood of flooding on adjacent ground, 
improving water quality, and possibly other benefits as well!  
 
Another effective and environmentally friendly ways to reduce the mosquito population near your home is to attract a bat colony. Bats are primary predators of vast 
numbers of insects that fly at night, and some species consume large numbers of mosquitoes. A small bat can capture more than 1,200 mosquitoes in a single hour! 
Bats can also be important weapons in combating insects that are actually dangerous to humans. As most of us are aware, the West Nile Virus is primarily spread 
through mosquitoes. Mosquitoes make up a significant portion of a bat’s diet. Bats cannot contract the West Nile Virus by eating infected mosquitoes. Besides 
mosquitoes, bats can help control the populations of beetles, moths, and leafhoppers. Many insects can hear bats up to 100 feet away and will avoid those areas 
occupied by bats. The effectiveness of bats in some areas diminishes the need for pesticides that can harm both the pests and their natural predators. 
 
To help attract bats to your neighborhood - put up a bat house! You can actually build or buy a bat house and attract these beneficial mammals to your own property. 
Best of all bats make great neighbors! They are very clean, and will not be disrupted by pets or children. And for bird lovers it is also wonderful to know that bats will 
not interfere with backyard birds! 
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