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West Central Report

2 2 %

On March 14, 2007, Buffalo County hosted the West
C Central District meeting at the Buffalo County
C Courthouse. The meeting was well attended.

Discussion Items

a. Presentation by Reed McRoberts on POWTS
inspection reporting using a computer notebook
interfaced with GIS.

b. Presentation by Gregg Breese on rule revision to
NR 115

c. Update from Dennis Sorenson with the Department
of Commerce.

District Spotlight

Kevin Grabau, Zoning Administrator for St. Croix County

On February 5™, Kevin became the new Zoning Administrator for
St. Croix County. Kevin's predecessor, Bob Bezek left employment
with St. Croix to take a position with FEMA in Louisiana.

Meet Kevin:

I have a wonderful wife (Nancy) and three teenage kids ages 17
(Sasha), 15 (Kayla) & 13 (Kevin). | have been with St. Croix
County for eight years. | was originally hired to administer the
Sanitary Program. | love to be outside and love to work with
people, so the Sanitary Specialist job fit very well with my
personality. The last few years | found myself longing to grow
professionally and wanting some new challenges. | love my new
position as Code Administrator. | like the business of the job, and
am fortunate to have a great staff to work with!

Outside of work, | love to spend time with my family, trout fish, hunt,
golf, play guitar, and ride my Harley. (I also enjoy beating Rod

Eslinger in racquetball.) ! % <% "
3F F 4 % % " HF " Sl
% " & |

/. % J = DDC

22< %

The Southern District
met March 9th at
Dodgeville. We had a
great meeting with Greg
Breese attending as our
guest speaker. Other
topics included
nonmetallic mining,
workforce leadership
program, and
discussions on WCCA
memberships/conferenc
es. We had problems
scheduling our next
meeting due to the busy
Spring which consist of
turkey hunting and
fishing. The date was
finally set on May 11th.

22 F




North East District
Karl Jennrich

On February 2, 2007 the
NEWCCA met in Laona.
Two guest speakers were
invited. Bryan Pierce from
the Northwoods Landtrust
started off the meeting. He
gave a presentation on
what is a local landtrust,
why people protect their
land, tax benefits, and
different conservation
options. He also did go into
various projects that the
Northwoods Landtrust is
currently involved in. Matt
Dallman was the second
speaker. He represented
the Nature Conservancy.
He discussed what the
Nature Conservancy does
at a national level. Mr.
Dallman also discussed a

project that he was
personally involved with;
The Wild Rivers Legacy
Forest. That project
involved the Nature
Conservancy’s
involvement in conserving
69,000 acres of Goodman
Forest. The Nature
Conservancy began to
look for a way to conserve
it as a working forest,
maintain public access and
protect wildlife habitat. Mr.
Dallman talked about the
complex partnership
between The Nature
Conservancy, State of
Wisconsin, Conservation
Forestry LLC and Forest
Investment Associates.

During the business
meeting Karl Jennrich
updated the group on the

happenings of the WI
County Code
Administrators Executive
Board. Becky Frisch
updated the members
concerning NR115. Becky
Frisch also noted that
Langlade County Board of
Supervisors passed a
resolution in January to
start the comprehensive
planning process and hire
the North Central WI
Regional Planning
Commission to develop
their plan.

The next meeting will be
March 23, 2007 in Kelly
Lake. It will be a joint
meeting between the
Northeast and the East
Central WI County Code
Administrators.

Miles Winkler and Linda Hyatt from the DNR.

- Doug Depies -- On January 26,2007, the East Central District met
at the Barkhausen Waterfowl Preserve in Brown County to listen to a floodplain presentation by

On February 9, 2007, we met at the Waupaca County Courthouse to listen to a Sanitary
Submittal Form presentation put together by Lara Pagel from Waupaca County. There are
several counties in our district that will participating in Lara’s pilot project which involves
inventorying and submitting all sanitary permit information to the Department of Commerce,
along with the $75.00 fee for each permit issued by the individual counties.

Our district is planning on having a joint meeting with the Northeast District on March 22, 2007.

Other than that we are just waiting for the winter to get over with and to begin the busy work

schedule again.
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BY KATHLEEN TROHER, Kenosha
News, Tuesday February 6, 2007

Larry B. Brumback’s influence can
be seen and felt throughout
Kenosha County, but most of the
people who live and work here have
no idea how he affected their quality
of life. This sentiment is one of
many expressed repeatedly by
friends and colleagues of
Brumback, 55, the Director of the
County Development Division in the
Kenosha County Planning and
Development Department, who died
Friday February 2" from cancer.
“Larry truly helped make this county
a Dbetter place,” said George
Melcher, Kenosha County’s
Planning and Development Director.
“He worked like a brother next to
me, always with the goal of
advancing the quality of life for the
people of Kenosha County. Without
him helping me do this job for the
good of the county, it couldn’t have
been done.” Melcher hired
Brumback 29 years ago as his
assistant. For almost three decades
the two worked side by side,
witnessing Kenosha County’s
evolution from a largely agricultural
pocket of Wisconsin's southeastern
corner into a much more populated
and developed network of
communities. As growth altered the
local landscape, the number of
development proposals advancing
to and through the department
increased, as did their complexity.
Even as pressures intensified,
Brumback’s calm demeanor
remained a stabilizing force.
Whether working with developers,
landowners, town leaders or county
officials, those who knew him say
he was adept at conflict resolution.
“He’d call all the parties in and get
them around a table in a small room
and try to help them work through

whatever needed to be worked
through,” said John Roth, County
Planning Manager. “No problem
was insurmountable that way.”
Friends said his professional
abilities were enhanced by his
interests outside the office. A
Harley Owners Group member
and a certified ski instructor,
Brumback enjoyed riding his
motorcycle, skiing, sailing,
sailboat racing, hunting and
fishing. “He was such a well-
rounded individual, and he
brought all those things to his
job,” said Tom Gorlinski, a former
County Board supervisor who
served for many years on the
county’s Land Use Committee,
which works closely with the
Planning and Development
Department. “There are people
who know there craft and know
planning but that's all. Larry
brought so much more to his
job,” Gorlinski said. “Given his
breadth of knowledge and
experience, he will truly be
missed.” Brumback’s survivors
include his wife, Ann, and grown
children, Nicholas and
Stephanie. Ann said that her
husband’s passion for planning
wasn't limited to his profession.
Mapping out extended to his trips
they took together, to his hobbies
and to other areas of his life. But
the primary beneficiaries of his
detail-oriented pursuits were the
people of Kenosha County, she
said, because Larry devoted
himself to the challenge of
providing direction for the county
rather than allowing development
to occur haphazardly. “He loved
his job. He loved the people he
worked with. He loved solving the
problems. He loved Kenosha
County,” Ann Brumback said.
“He tried to make it a better place
for all of us. That was his No. 1
goal.” Contributions are being
collected for a tree to be planted
in Brumback’s memory at the
Kenosha County Center where
he worked. If enough money is
donated, a bench will be
purchased as well. Funds can be
sent to the planning and
development department. For
more information call 857-1895.

Len Vaness of the Calumet
County Planning Department
passed away on December
24, 2006 after a 9-month
battle against pancreatic
cancer. He was born on July
22, 1954, and grew up on a
farm near New Frankin in
Brown County. After
graduation from UW-Green
Bay where he majored in
regional analysis and
minored in geology, he
worked in various land-use
capacities in Algoma, and
Door and Brown Counties
before his employment with
Calumet County for the past
25 years. Len also pursued
graduate work toward a
Master of Business. He was
a key player in the
administration of the
planning, zoning, private
sewage and Farmland
Preservation as well as other
programs. He was a hard
worker to say the least, and
was very diligent about his
responsibilities to the people
and resources of the County.
He enjoyed wildlife art, and
framed many pieces for non-
profit  organizations. His
passion for the outdoors
included being very active in
the Brillion Nature Center,
Green Bay and Appleton
Chapters of the Ruffed
Grouse Society, the Birillion
Boss Toms, Ducks Unlimited
and many other conservation
organizations. Len is
survived by his wife, Lorelei,
two sons, Jerrod and Bryan,
daughter Brenda, his parents
and two brothers and their
families. He is greatly
missed by those who knew
him.
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