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Wisconsin County Code Administrators   2008APPROVED BUDGET 
   

  EXPENSES: 
SEMINARS                                        17,500.00  

SECRETARY/TREASURER                                         2,000.00  

OFFICE SUPPLIES                                            250.00  

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETINGS                                         2,000.00  

LEGISLATIVE/EDUCATION                                            100.00  

INSURANCE                                            215.00  

TELEPHONE                                              30.00  

AWARDS/CERTIFICATES                                            300.00  

REFUNDS                                            125.00  

POSTAGE                                            100.00  

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT                                         3,000.00  

MISCELLANEOUS                                            125.00  

WEB PAGE                                            200.00  

WEB PAGE COORDINATOR / NEWS LETTER EDITOR                                         2,000.00  

CONFERENCE COORDINATOR                                         2,000.00  
SURPLUS APPLIED (*Checking balance will change by this 
amount)                                         (2,020.00) 

TOTAL                                        27,925.00  

   

  REVENUES: 
DUES                                         5,600.00  

SEMINARS                                        22,000.00  

INTEREST                                              75.00  

MISCELLANEOUS                                            250.00  

TOTAL                                        27,925.00  

   

PROJECTED CHECKBOOK BALANCE ON 12/31/08                                         8,758.25  

ACTUAL CHECKBOOK BALANCE 12/30/07                                        10,778.25  

PROJECTED CHANGE OF CHECKING END OF '07 TO END OF ' 08                                       (2,020.00) 

ACTUAL CHANGE OF CHECKING END '06 TO END '07                                         1,478.83  
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Is Your Community Planning to Protect Your Drinking  Water? 
��(�'���)���������*����

�
by Lynn Markham, Center for Land Use Education, UW-Stevens Point, lmarkham@uwsp.edu  

For most of us in Wisconsin, the water we drink comes from right below our feet. In fact, 97% of communities rely on 
groundwater as their drinking water source. Groundwater is Wisconsin’s invisible resource – our buried treasure. 
Protecting groundwater from contamination and overuse is vital to the health of Wisconsin’s people, ecosystems, 
communities, and economy. The Challenges Many Wisconsin communities are facing groundwater stress in various 
forms and can benefit or have benefited from groundwater planning. For example: 

·  Private well testing and drinking water education programs in Iowa County led to greater awareness, 
installation of household water filters, greater use of the county's well abandonment program and 
participation in a comprehensive groundwater study to guide local land use planning.  

·  Rapid population growth in Washington County led the Town of Richfield to develop a water budget for the 
town and then adopt a groundwater protection ordinance that applies to water use of new development.  

·  High nitrate levels in a municipal well in the City of Chippewa Falls led the county board to adopt a county-
wide wellhead protection ordinance.  

·  Chemical contamination of a municipal well in the City of Waupaca by a dry cleaning business led to reduced 
pumping capacity and the city council and local businesses adopted multiple water conservation measures.  

While a large amount of information and data exist, many Wisconsin communities may not have the resources or 
expertise to locate, evaluate, and incorporate appropriate groundwater information and data in their plans. In many 
instances it may be difficult for a community to know where to begin. 

A Groundwater Planning Website Now Available 

To address this problem, CLUE and the USGS Wisconsin Water Science Center created a website called Protecting 
Wisconsin’s Groundwater Through Comprehensive Planning. The website incorporates data from 16 federal, state 
and local agencies, and is intended to make Wisconsin groundwater information and data accessible and usable, 
thereby encouraging government officials and planners to incorporate groundwater into their comprehensive-planning 
processes.  Communities that have already adopted their comprehensive plans will have an opportunity to incorporate 
additional groundwater data from this website during plan revisions. 

This web site is located at http://wi.water.usgs.gov/gwcomp  and organized into four sections: learn, integrate, find 
and browse.  

The Learn section is to help you learn more about how groundwater is used in Wisconsin and what scientific 
researchers have found about how groundwater moves and how it can be contaminated. This section also provides 
links to a number of fact sheets about planning for groundwater, a recent report about many groundwater issues in 
Wisconsin, and a few key reports about the connections between land, groundwater, and lakes and streams.  

The Integrate section is designed to help you integrate groundwater into your comprehensive plan. It includes 
groundwater-specific recommendations for each step of the planning process. This section includes a number of key 
components to planning for groundwater:  

�  Topics to consider under each of the nine comprehensive planning elements  
�  Wisconsin's top 5 groundwater planning and policy recommendations  
�  Examples of actions taken at the local level that protect groundwater  



�

+� ���� �

The Find section provides an executive summary and full report about groundwater in each of Wisconsin's 72 
counties including:  

�  Sources of drinking water  
�  Groundwater protection policies 
�  Money spent on cleanup 
�  Groundwater use 
�  Susceptibility of groundwater to pollutants  
�  Groundwater quality  
�  Potential sources of contaminants  

The Browse section contains additional resources. 
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The NW District ZA’s met on February 20, 2008 in 
Spooner.  The main effort was a presentation of the  
proposed NR 115 shoreline mitigation matrix by  
Gregg Breese, WDNR.  Dan Harrington, WDNR Water Management 
Specialist for Burnett and Washburn counties was in attendance.   The 
presentation generated, as you might expect, a very lively discussion.  I 
just hope that Gregg found some good sale items at the Eau Claire 
Gander Mountain store on his way home.   Frank Dallam, WDNR Dam 
Safety/Floodplain Engineer from Spooner was also in attendance.  Frank 
discussed the plans for updating floodplain ordinances. 
 
The NW District ZA’s will attend the DNR Northern Region meeting to be 
held in Phillips, WI on March 12, 2008.  This meeting is a joint meeting 
with NE District ZA’s.    
 
Dates to remember Spring Conference April 2-3-4, 2008 and May 3, 2008 
– the Wisconsin northern region catch and release bass opener. 
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The District met again in February at Crandon.  
Jack Watruba, Dept of Commerce in Green Bay 
discussed the Uniform Dwelling Code (UDC) 
program.  Changes to the codes began in 2008.  
UDC inspectors must check for certain credentials 
of a contractor (financial responsibility certification 
and a contractor qualifier credential) Jack 
discussed the few exemptions in the code from 
obtaining these credentials.  Many questions were 
asked regarding scenarios of construction 
techniques and the dates that homes constructed 
were to be built to the UDC requirements.  A 
roundtable discussion followed in regards to how 
the counties regulate POWTS inspections for real 
estate transactions and increases in wastewater 
load and the POWTS Maintenance program.  
Some counties regulate real estate transactions 
using different criteria to prompt an evaluation. 
POWTS evaluations prompted by additions to 
dwellings were discussed.  Counties should define 
in their evaluation forms the statutory definitions 
for a failing system.  Next meeting will be a joint 
meeting with the East Central District at Kelly Lake 
in Oconto County on March 20th.  Speakers will be 
Marinette Co. Land Conserv. Dept discussing their 
efforts in controlling evasive species and a 
Legislative update from Monica Groves Batiza- 
WCA. 
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On February 29th the South East District met in Waukesha with Dodge, Kenosha, Racine, 
Jefferson, Ozaukee, Washington and Waukesha Counties in attendance.  We started out with 
discussion regarding some Sanitation items.  This included COM 83 Code Package, scoping of 
fee adjustment and plan review authority.  Plan review authority was kicked around for some 
good discussion.  With permits being down some Counties are considering taking on additional 
plan review authority. 
 
After that we had our keynote presentation brought to us by Greg Breese of the DNR.  He 
presented the draft version of the NR115 Matrix.  Greg explained how “The Matrix” works and 
fielded many questions.  Several counties brought real life situations to test “The Matrix”.  The 
information for the different scenarios was plugged into “The Matrix” and voila!!!, out came 
results.  This exercise was very helpful in getting a good understanding of how “The Matrix” is to 
work.  Greg welcomed suggestions and some comments presented will need further research on 
his part.  We were very thankful for Greg’s time and gave him a standing ovation.  Oops, that 
was something and somewhere else. 
 
That was enough to make everyone hungry for some great vitals at the Waukesha County 
cafeteria.  After some sparkling conversation and full belly’s we reconvened. 
 
Michelle Staff provided us with an update of the Spring Conference.  We followed that up with 
discussion regarding well program jurisdiction to see what each County currently does with wells 
or if any County may want to take on permitting.  The result, no one wants to take on permitting. 
 
We then took some time to discuss the different bills on the WCCA Legislative Report.  With that 
we were ready to adjourn. 
�

 

The North East District met in January in Laona.  
Speakers for the day were Terry Cummings, DNR 
Water Regulation and Zoning Engineer and Tom 
Blake, DNR Program and Planning Analyst.  Terry 
Cummings discussed dam hazard ratings and 
flood hazards downstream of dams.  Terry 
explained the 3 criteria for dam failure analysis.  
County floodplain regulations are based on 
whether a county owned dam is considered a high 
or low hazard and if there is development below 
the dam.  DNR has no authority over federal dams 
or dams in the WVIC system. 
 
Tom Blake (aka “Neo”) discussed the NR 115 
“Matrix”.  The Matrix is a ravaged wasteland 
where most of humanity has been captured by a 
race of machines which live off of their body heat 
and imprison their minds within an artificial reality.  
As a rebel against the machines, Neo must return 
to the Matrix and confront the agents and super 
powerful computer programs devoted to snuffing 
out Neo and the entire human rebellion.  Waugh!! 
Sorry, I was in the wrong “Matrix”. Tom explained 
the concept of the Matrix that is to be used to 
meet the 3 objectives (scenic beauty, water quality 
and habitat).  It was designed for contractors and 
homeowners to use.  The focus of the program is 
for construction within 300 ft of the OHWM.  
Slopes, soil types, impervious surface and current 
vegetative buffers were input to provide a 
performance measure of an individual’s property.  
The Matrix is in its first draft and improvements 
are necessary to make it a workable tool.   
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2008 SPRING SEMINAR REGISTRATION 
WISCONSIN COUNTY CODE ADMINISTRATORS  

HOLIDAY INN, 1000 Imperial Avenue, Wausau/Mosinee                  APRIL 3-4, 2008 
 
1. The full registration fee for this seminar is $105.00 for members and $120.00 for non-members.  This fee 

includes 3 meals, all sessions, materials, door prizes and hospitality. If you are signing up for a half-day 
registration, please indicate which half-day you plan to attend. Meals are not included with half-day 
registration. 

2. Registration paid for after March 21, 2008 will be charged a late fee of $15.00 Pre-registration is strongly 
requested. We need to know who will attend for meal counts, etc.  Registration fees will be refunded if you 
cancel before March 28, 2008. 

3. Room reservations may be made by calling (715)355-1111.  Room rates are $62.00 for single 
occupancy/$74.00 double. Let them know you are with the WCCA and whether you have a tax exemption 
for the sales tax when you call. 

4. Reservations received after March 14  will be pr ovided on a space available basis. 

5. If you have any questions, call Michelle Staff 920-674-7130 or CeCe Tesky at 715-403-0726 

� � � �  

County/Agency/Company:  ________________________________________________________________ 

 
Registration Fee  Before 03/21 After 03/21 Amount Due  
�
Member Registrant Name : 
  $105 $120   
  $105  $120   
  $105  $120   
 
Non-Member Registrant Name : 
  $120  $135   
  $120  $135   
  $120  $135   
 
Half-Day Registrant Name : (indicate which half-day to attend) 
                                                                     
___________________________    $35  $45 _____________ 
�   Thursday AM          �� Thursday PM             ��  Friday AM                                                                        
     
                                                                   
___________________________  $35   $45 _____________ 
�   Thursday AM          �� Thursday PM             ��  Friday AM                                                                        
     
 
___________________________  $35   $45 _____________ 
�   Thursday AM          �� Thursday PM             ��  Friday AM                                                                        
 
We welcome half day registrants and family members to join us for meals and we want to be sure that we  have 
ordered enough food for everyone. Please indicate i f you would like an extra meal(s) and how many. The  cost of 
the meal can be paid at the conference , if no tickets are turned in from registrants not joining us for meals. 
Breakfast is $12.00, Lunch is $ 14.00 and Dinner is  $16.00. 
 
_____ Thursday Lunch     ______ Thursday Dinner    ______ Friday Breakfast 
 
TOTAL (payment enclosed)                      $ __________ 
Make the payment out to WISCONSIN COUNTY CODE ADMIN ISTRATORS 
 
Return registration form along with appropriate fee to: Mary Greenman,  Wisconsin County Code Administrators, c/o Vilas Cou nty 
Zoning, 330 Court St., Eagle River, WI  54521-0369 
�
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