June 23, 2006

Executive Board Meeting

Stoney Creek Inn—Wausau/Mosinee

Present:  Phil Gaudet; Duane Haakenson; Brian Cunningham; Doug Depies; Dick Mace; Michelle Staff; Kevin Krause; Dustin Grant; Duane Greuel ;Rod Eslinger;  Mary Greenman
Absent:  Scott Godfrey

Others Present:  Roman Kaminski; Matt Stohr; Eric Olson

President Phil Gaudet called the meeting to order at 10:05 a.m.

Additions to the agenda:  Web Page and Decoder updates.

Duane Greuel made a motion to approve the minutes of the Executive Board meeting of March 29, 2006.  Doug Depies seconded.  All voting aye.  Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report:  Mary Greenman explained there is currently $16,815.32 in the checking account.  Dick Mace made a motion to approve; Duane Greuel seconded.  All voting aye.  Motion carried.
Program Updates:  Duane Greuel explained that CeCe couldn’t be in attendance today. Survey results from the membership regarding the Spring Session indicated the majority liked the idea of the concurrent sessions taking place.  Therefore, tentative plans are to have concurrent sessions again at the Fall Conference.  Mention was made that perhaps a tour of the Brewery Point Bar in Stevens Point could be arranged.  Duane Greuel will look into making the arrangements.
The POWTS Panel discussions will be repeated in the Fall Conference.  The same individuals who participated in the Spring discussions have volunteered to be presenters at the Fall Conference.  It was one of the most well attended presentations of the conference,
Mention was made that maybe Dean Richards would be available to speak on the Bass Lake case, of Sawyer Co.  Dick Mace will attempt to contact him.  In addition, a suggestion was made to invite Renee Powers from the Department of Administration on plat review back for another presentation
Retirements:   Moore, Blazkowski; Carpenter; Lueck.  Mary will order the retirement plaques to be presented at the Fall Conference.
Matt Stohr is present for today’s discussion.  Matt is with the Wisconsin Counties Association.  He is a lobbyist on Land-Use issues.  Matt stated he has worked closely with Scott Godfrey, who is in charge of the legislative issues for our organization.  Matt explained that the legislative session wrapped up in May.

Matt stated that some major issues include AB299—this bill would have replaced county shoreland.  The bill was defeated.

One bill did get passed—SB681 relative to impact fees.  Impact fees must be used for land acquisitions.

NR135—Matt explained that an administrative rule in front of the Natural Resources Board. Matt has worked with Justin Cavey of Marathon County, regarding non-metallic mining.  Mention was made that the Department of Transportation should be made to follow the rules.

ATCAP—Large Live Stocking Sites.  A meeting was held on June 8, 2006.  If a county wishes to implement the rule, the county must have language adopted to do so through the county’s zoning ordinance.  A model ordinance is available on the WCA web page.

Working Lands Initiative:  Will be working on a proposal to get the following:

1. Create a state-wide development program.

2. Revise farm land preservation program.

3. Develop agricultural development zones.

4. Create density requirements in zoning ordinances.

AB850—Piers issues.  Bill was vetoed.  Mention was made that perhaps we should have a spot on the fall agenda to talk of the piers issues.

Roman Kaminski:  Roman explained that he has received information from each of the counties through a survey in conjunction with the county audits regarding sanitation fees.  He was surprised to see the diversity of what the counties are charging.  The completed project results consists of approximately 15 pages.  The results are posted on the Department of Commerce web site, if anyone is interested.

Discussion items:  Act 347; updating sanitary permit forms; possibility of a code revision for COMM 83, 84, 85, 87 and perhaps even a few others.

Roman stated that Jean Joyce will be contacting each of the counties as to how they are progressing in gathering information on existing systems inventories.
The question was raised “What types of options are available to comply with Act 347”?  Roman stated there has been a lot of support for the bill because the governor signed it in into law.  The Liquid Waste Haulers are really pushing for some uniformity.  Roman has received a number of calls from the private sector who are interested in the program.

Michelle Staff, District Rep. of the Southeast District.  The Southeast is strongly opposed to any maintenance program—another mandate is not feasible for retro-active systems.

The district feels that COMM83 and Act 347 have referred to “owner” maintenance.  A county is not required to contact persons to have their systems maintained.
Duane stated there is a movement of WOWRA to provide $$ to lobbyists to implement a state-wide reporting program.  WOWRA is a very large organization.

Duane stated that the Sanitation Committee’s goal is to reconvene the Code Council after Labor Day.

Roman interjected that the Department of Commerce will look very carefully at the recommendations of the code council.

Matt Stohr asked if Roman Kaminski, Department of Commerce, has looked into whether or not there will be a demand for increases in the county’s workforce since AB449 is now law? 

Mention was made that Eau Claire County has recently set up a computer program to accept maintenance reporting on-line from pumpers.

Dale Dimond is on the Sanitation Code Council.  Allison Phillips is the alternate.

Work Force Development Discussion:

Eric Olson was in attendance for the meeting.  One session is scheduled for January 17-19 in Green Lake.  Four (4) sessions are planned.  The 4th session will be prior to the Spring Conference.  Fee per person will be $150.00 for the 4 sessions.  Monies are available through WCCA and the DNR.   WCCA has pledged $3,000.00 for the 1st year of the program.  The programs will focus primarily on “land use” related issues.  Mention was made that perhaps  the Thousand Friends of Wisconsin would also be willing to contribute monetarily. 

The programs will be on a “first come” basis for attendees.  A target number of 20 persons is ideal.  Matt Stohr stated the county board of supervisors should be made aware of this training.  Eric replied that the UW Extension will be getting the word out.

Mary Greenman stated that some of the Vilas County supervisors are already aware of the training.  Those supervisors have requested that Mary pass along the message that “No one from Vilas County will be attending the training sessions”.

NR115 Updates:  Phil explained that the advisory committee met a couple weeks ago.  The advisory committee will now be split into 2 groups—1 to focus on impervious surfaces.  The other group will focus on mitigation.  Each of the groups will be meeting on their own.  The Advisory Committee will come together again to discuss the results of the group meetings.  The DNR will be given the feedback and will then draft another version of NR115.

Phil explained that it appears that a 20% impervious surface will be proposed by the DNR.  If the impervious surface is 30%, then mitigation will kick into play.  The environmental people want a 15% impervious surface.  In addition, a 50 foot buffer is proposed—not 35 feet.

Mention was made that even though there are all these DNR rules, the county is still the enforcement authority.

Mary Greenman was excused from the remainder of the meeting.

The Guidebook Committee will be meeting immediately following this meeting.

Minutes Transcribed by:

Mary Greenman

Secretary/Treasurer
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