January 19, 2006

Annual Meeting—Executive Board

Stoney Creek Inn—Mosinee

Members Present:  Andy Buehler, who is taking the place of Michelle Staff, for the Southeast District.  Mark Steward, who is taking the place of Kevin Krause for the Northwest District.  Brian Cunningham, South District.  Scott Godfrey, 2nd Vice-President. Phil Gaudet, President.  Duane Haakenson, Northeast District; Duane Greuel, Wood County, and the 1st Vice President.  Doug Depies, District Rep. from Outagamie County;  Dustin Grant; Mary Greenman

Others Present:  Toni Herkert; Gary Heinrichs; Mary Ellen Vollbrecht; Roman Kaminski

Chairman Phil Gaudet called the meeting to order.  Additions to today’s agenda—State wide tracking system for POWTS systems.

There was an introduction of those present.

Minutes:  Scott Godfrey made a motion to approve the minutes of October 19, 2005.  Duane Haakenson seconded.  All voting aye.  Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report:  Mary Greenman stated there is presently $10,672.15 in the checking account.  Doug Depies made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report; Duane Greuel seconded.  All voting aye.  Motion carried.

Audit Report:  Duane Greuel and Duane Haakenson conducted a review of the records/checkbook for 2005.  No problems were encountered.  Scott Godfrey made a motion to approve the audit report; Mark Steward seconded.  All voting aye.  Motion carried.
Discussion of the Budget for 2006:  Mary Greenman brought up the fact that she felt the Decoder/Newsletter Editor, Michelle Staff, who was paid $1,150.00 was underpaid for the amount of time and efforts devoted to the position.  A complete budget will be attached as a separate document to be included in the minutes.

(See Attachment—2006 Approved Budget)

Doug Clary made a motion to approve the Budget for 2006.  Scott Godfrey seconded.  All voting aye.  Motion carried.

There was a brief discussion as to why the attendance at the Fall Conference was low in comparison to other years.  Items mentioned:  Lack of space for the vendors; Lack of Sanitation issues on the agenda.

Discussion of the Program Coordinator Proposal position.  Mary Greenman made a motion to approve; Mark Steward seconded.  All voting aye.  Motion carried.
Guidebook Updates:  Mary Greenman passed around copies of suggestions for changes to the current guidebook.  Duane Greuel made a motion that the job titles and duties of the Web Page Coordinator and the Program Conference Coordinator be included in the Guidebook.  Dustin Grant seconded the motion.  All voting aye.  Motion carried.

District Reports:  Duane Haakenson, Northeast District, stated the district met the 1st Friday in December and January.  Duane Greuel was invited to speak to the members on AB449 involving septic maintenance issues.  Renee Powers attended the January meeting and spoke on condominium platting issues.  A joint meeting will be held in March with the East Central District.
Dustin Grant:  The membership met in December.  Dustin is working on setting up a training session for POWTS Inspectors through the Department of Commerce.

East Central District:  Mike Russo from the DNR attended their recent meeting.  

Andy Buehler is filling in for Michelle Staff.  Michelle recently had a baby boy.  Andy stated that Roman Kaminski was present at their recent meeting—there was a discussion involving tracer wires and their placement in regard to the sanitary system.  Andy stated that a training session regarding Dept of Commerce is being scheduled.

Northwest District:  Mark Steward stated the district members met on December 14, 2005 in Hayward.  A training session will be held in Hayward on February 15, 2006 put on by the Department of Commerce, Carl Lippert.  Vilas County has been invited to attend.

Mark stated that a joint meeting with the Northern Region Z.A’.s and the Department of Natural Resources will be held in February in Park Falls.

There was a brief discussion as to whether counties were incurring problems with UDC inspectors?  The statement was made that there is still the potential of permits being issued without a sanitary permit approved by the county.

**Continuation of minutes on Page 3.

Pages 1 and 2 of these Minutes have been approved by the board at the March meeting.
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Mosinee/Wausau—Stoney Creek Inn

CONTINUATION OF ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES:

Legislation:  Duane Greuel stated there have been over 900+ Assembly Bills introduced and more than 600+ Senate Bills.  It has been a very active year for legislation.  Matt Stohr of WCA has been worked closely with Duane on any land-use bills.  Matt has a good feeling as to whether or not certain bills will pass or not.  There seems to be a push by Cheryl Ahlbers towards introducing“anti-county zoning laws”.
Duane stated that from AB760—any bills follow that follow are new on your handout.  In fact, a new bill came out yesterday, but Duane was not able to pull up a copy.

AB760—changing zoning approvals and comprehensive planning.  Dick Mace stated that this topic will be discussed at the next planners meeting being held next week.  Duane Greuel made a motion to oppose.  Dick mace seconded.  All voting aye.  Motion carried.

AB790—It’s a mandate-type of bill and is not going anywhere.

AB841—this bill does not involve our organization.

AB850—deals with piers and wharfs.  Duane stated he feels the issues can be addressed by administrative rule rather than state statutes.

AB852—No action was taken.  Tracer wires are not detectable by Diggers Hot Line.  This bill was not introduced by the Department of Commerce, but is a Cheryl Ahlbers bill.
AB874—Duane feels that this is a good bill.  It deals with installing and digging of wells.  Chippewa and Barron counties presently govern wells now.  This bill is comparable to NR145.

AB899—Duane was undecided on this bill.

SB437—pertains to towns, villages, and cities.

SB448—consumer related.

SB461—deals with annexation.

SB504—Bill was not available on-line.

AB449—amendments were confusing “at best”.  The board agreed to wait until hearing from Roman Kaminski before taking any action.
AB500—The bill passed and will be moving along to the legislature.  The bill relates to a codification of Chapter 30.

Dick Mace made a motion to oppose the following bills:  AB790, AB874, AB757, SB467, and SB499.  Duane Haakenson seconded.  All voting.  Motion carried.  All other bills received no action by the board.
Mary Ellen Vollbrecht stated the DNR is looking for members from WCCA to serve on the NR116 Technical Advisory Committee.  Mary Ellen gave an over view of the moving around of positions within the department, vacancies, and filling of Carmen Wagner’s position.

Mary Ellen requested to get some feedback as to whether the organization would be receptive to training staff on zoning issues?  What do you feel as an organization are the most useful tools when a new person gets in a new county position?
Toni Herkert stated that the DNR is concentrating on impervious surface area policy, mitigation, and buffers regarding NR115.  The intent is to simplify the code—clarification of the definitions section.  The Department is planning to take baby steps after the feedback from the public hearings.
Toni stated that because WCCA was not on board with the changes that were proposed on NR115 there was a lot of negativity at public hearings.
Toni explained that perhaps a county’s Lake Classification guidelines need to be revisited by the counties.  Shoreland/Floodplains ordinances do not have to be approved by the towns.

Gary Heinrichs stated he has reviewed approximately 80 Floodplain Ordinances.  Approximately 30 have been approved; Gary has done approximately 2/3 of the reviews.

Mary Ellen questioned as to what is it that counties need?  What are the priorities in the permitting process?  Can the Department provide training?  Mary Ellen explained there are 30 water quality specialists in the state.  What are the priorities needed by the County Zoning staff?

Phil Gaudet interjected that the DNR should provide official training to all the counties in the state at least once a year.  

Duane Greuel made a motion to oppose AB500 as amended.  Dick Mace seconded.  All voting aye.  Motion carried.

Gary Heinrichs passed out a copy of the Wisconsin Disaster Response Program.

Eric Olson joined the discussion.  Eric stated that there is going to be a large turnover of staff in the near future in the state.  Training those new staff members is a concern.  Eric is looking for some names of those persons who maybe willing to serve on an advisory committee.  

Eric did not know if any monies would be available from WCA to assist with training expenses.  Counties may not have money in their budgets until 2007.  Topics would be:  Skills Development, How To Deal With Difficult People.  Those organizations mentioned who maybe available to provide training/and or monies include the following:  Thousand Friends of Wisconsin, Wisconsin Lakes Association, Builders Association, Realtors, Department of Natural Resources, WCA.  Retirees were mentioned as a pool to provide education.
Toni Herkert stated that WCCA and the people sitting around the table today are the best persons to set up the program content.  

Duane Greuel made a motion to provide Mary Ellen with three (3) names to service on the NR116 Advisory Committee at the Spring Conference Executive Board meeting.  Dick Mace seconded.  All voting aye.  Motion carried.
Roman Kaminski, Department of Commerce, joined in the discussion.  Roman explained he is not going to take a stand on the bill because the department did not initiate it.  The WOWRA Organization, Precasters, and the Liquid Waste Haulers were the driving force.  Roman explained that there were some amendments introduced in November and since then he is not aware of anything formal.

Roman explained that NR 145 allows a county to charge fees.

Mention was made that the Northeast District discussed the bill at their recent meeting.  It appeared that the two (2) amendments contradicted each other.  Dustin Grant made a motion to oppose AB449.  Brian Cunningham seconded.  All voting aye.  Motion carried.

Roman stated that the Sanitation Code Council will be reconvening regarding changes to COMM 83.  If and when 83 is opened up, other sections of the code will also have to be revisited.  Dale Dimond will be on the advisory committee; Alison Phillips will be the alternate.
Discussion of a State Wide tracking system.    Mention was made that the minimum information required should come from the counties

Roman explained that the Department of Commerce has the results of the audits.  A county is not ranked.  So there isn’t a passing or failing category.

Program Agenda:

CeCe gave an overview of the Spring Conference program.  The emphasis is to provide training.  CeCe was thinking of having a mock BOA hearing.

Duane Greuel made a motion to provide Dr. Converse with a $50.00 gift certificate for his years of contributions to WCCA.  Dr. Converse is retiring.  Doug Depies seconded.  All voting aye.  Motion carried.

Scholarships:

Mary stated there is approximately $850.00 remaining in the Scholarship account.  It’s anticipated approximately $2,300.00 would be available by fall.  Michelle Staff made a motion to approve two (2), $1,000.00 scholarships.  Rod Eslinger seconded.  All voting aye.  Motion carried.

Friday a.m.

Dustin Grant gave a very information presentation on the WCCA message board.  You can enter the site through:  Google.com or, you can enter the site through the WCCA web site—Discussion Board.  The site is available to all members of WCCA.
Scott Godfrey stated that organizations such as the Wisconsin Planners Association or Wisconsin Association of Lakes could be provided with a link to their organization from the WCCA message board. 
The Fall Conference will be held in Stevens Point at the new Holiday Inn.
Dustin Grant made a motion to adjourn; Scott Godfrey seconded.  All Voting aye.  Motion carried, The meeting was adjourned,

Minutes submitted by:

Mary Greenman

Secretary/Treasurer
PAGE  
3

