
�

���������
����	�
���
���
��
�������
����	����������������
��� �������
�����

�
�

��������		
� �������
��������
���
�
� �
� �

�� �
� � �

�

�

� � �

Season’s Greetings.  It’s 
hard to believe it’s the 
middle of winter.  Like 
many in our profession, I 
suspect you’re asking-
Where did the year go?  It 
seems winter arrived awful 
fast and I am not really 
prepared for it-at least not at 
the office.   Normally I work 
towards closing out the 2007 
projects before beginning 
new ones labeled 2008, but 
that just didn’t happen this 
year.  Work load, staff 
shortages and financial 
constraints are some of the 
reasons for failing to do so 
and I suspect are common 
denominators for other 
county land use offices. 
 
As for our organization, 
2007 was a banner year, 
WCCA had two terrific 
conferences, our 
membership numbers have 
never been higher, and we 
are in the middle of having 
our second group of new 
P&Z employees trained by 
the Wisconsin Land Use and 
Zoning Leadership Program.  
I am proud to say WCCA 
looks to be in good shape, 
both financially and as an 
organization. 
 
In 2008, Scott Godfrey will 
take over the reigns of 
WCCA as President.  Scott 
is employed by Iowa County 
as the Director of Planning 
and Development.  Scott did 
an excellent job in setting up 
the 2007 conferences and I 
am sure will do an even 
better job leading this 

organization in 2008.  
Michelle Staff from 
Jefferson County takes 
over as First Vice-
President and will be 
responsible for 2008 
conferences.  Karl 
Jennrich from Oneida 
County was elected as the 
WCCA Second Vice 
President and will be 
responsible for legislative 
issues.   
I discovered during my 
term as president the 
organization really is run 
by our secretary/treasurer-
Mary Greenman.  Mary 
does an excellent job and 
she is my go to person 
when someone asks a 
question that I don’t know 
the answer to.  We are 
lucky to have a person that 
can work with a wide 
variety of estranged 
personalities ! Anyhow, I 
do think it is important to 
let everyone know there 
are a lot of people 
working behind the scenes 
that help make this 
organization successful 
including CeCe Tesky 
who does the groundwork 
for our conferences, 
Michelle Staff who 
manages our website, our 
district reps who most of 
you know and, our many 
volunteers serving on 
various WCCA 
committees.     
 
Finally, I would like to 
mention some parting 
words as president.  As I 
grow older it seems I pay 
more and more attention 
to the obituary column in�
our local newspaper.  I 

don’t really know why, 
but surmise that my 
maturity recognizes that 
the cartoon and sports 
sections are not as 
important.  This last week 
two acquaintances and a 
friend were listed in the 
obituary section of the 
newspaper:��William Kjer 
died of cerebral palsy at 
age 53.  In 1980, 
Governor Lee Sherman 
Dreyfus signed “Bill’s 
Bill” into law.  The bill 
allowed the DOT to issue 
restricted licenses to 
handicapped individuals to 
operate motorized cycles.  
Bill used a golf cart to 
move about the City of 
Stevens Point which 
drastically improved his 
quality of life and allowed 
him to attend church 
where we would exchange 
greetings and personal 
news.  Bill’s handicap 
reminded me that land use 
regulators need to keep in 
mind the chief function of 
WCCA members is to 
serve the best interests of 
all citizens.  As 
administrators, managers 
and technicians, we all 
need to be more cognizant 
to the vast spectrum of 
people whom we regulate, 
including individuals of 
different race, culture, 
religion, and yes, even 
those who are 
handicapped. 
�
Larry Fritsch died of 
cancer at age 71.  Larry 
was best known 
worldwide for his baseball 
card business.  Larry’s 
collection included…�
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CONT FROM PAGE 1… 
 
the rare 1910 Honus Wagner card (A Honus Wagner card recently sold for a million bucks).  When you have sometime, do a 
Google search on Larry Fritsch.  I knew Larry because he served on the town planning and zoning commission and owned a 
considerable amount of land adjacent to the Stevens Point city limits and the Wisconsin River.  Larry was always under a lot 
of pressure to sell the land for various city and private endeavors. This is a beautiful piece of land with large diameter oaks.  
Larry just couldn’t part with the land and saw more value in keeping it for future generations to enjoy rather than selling it for 
financial gain. Larry was truly a steward of the land.  Sometimes we forget that we really all are stewards of the land.  The 
problem is some see it more clearly than others.   
 
Daniel Trainer died after a short illness at age 81.  Dan had numerous attributes including Dean of UWSP College of Natural 
Resources and past WDNR board member.  Most people remember Dan for building the College of Natural Resources into 
the largest program of its kind in the world.  I remember him as my college advisor and friend.  He believed in me when other 
university professors said I would never graduate from college.  I am forever grateful that Dan believed in me and provided 
the encouragement to complete two college degrees.  Today the College of Natural Resources is home to the Center for Land 
Use Education.  Our association is using the talent from the center’s staff to help address land use problems.  Our organization 
can be proud to be collaborating with the Center to train new land use professionals.  I hope the 2007 class receives the same 
encouragement Dan Trainer provided me and which helped lay my foundation for contributing to Wisconsin’s land legacy.   
 
Let’s all hope it doesn’t take a lifetime of working in the zoning profession to realize our professional purpose, to nurture and 
expand upon the land legacy begun by our past history, and develop a base foundation which all land use professionals 
understand and use to make better land use decisions.    
 
WCCA has nothing to lose, but everything to gain by providing the best information and promoting uniform understanding of 
where we were, how we got where we are, and where we’re going. 
 
Best of Wishes to all-Duane L. Greuel 
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Doug Depies – 
 
No Report 
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